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Mission
DrawBridge provides children who are underserved or 
experiencing homelessness with the opportunity to tap 
into their creativity, build self-confidence and experience 
joy through expressive art. 

Vision
DrawBridge sees expressive art as a way for kids to connect 
with their communities and a wider world of possibilities 
made accessible through creativity and self-confidence. 

Philosophy
A profound respect for the innate wisdom and curiosity of 
young people is the guiding force that propels DrawBridge. 
We nurture these attributes through art and creativity. 
Being understood and valued gives children the freedom 
and inspiration to grow.

I’m an art teacher who cannot teach right now. Giving 
back to kids — even in this distant way — helps to make 
things right again in my world. Thank you for all the work 
DrawBridge is doing to make art accessible and equitable 
in the Bay Area.”

– Carey, new major donor
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Steve Wasserman 
President, Board of Directors

A message from our President

It’s an understatement to say that 2020 has been a difficult year, and the 
Drawbridge team has worked tirelessly to adapt through the year’s health, 
social and economic challenges. From facilitating art groups via video 
conference to assembling and hand-delivering hundreds of individual 
art-making kits to our kids (along with heartfelt messages of love and 
encouragement), our board, staff, facilitators and volunteers have quickly 
innovated and found new ways to continue fulfilling our mission.  

Both new individuals and loyal, long-time donors have shown faith in the value 
of our work and generous, unwavering support. Additionally, corporations 
like Twitter and Marriott San Francisco made commitments to support 
children in underserved neighborhoods through major funding and resource 
contributions to DrawBridge. 

It’s never been more apparent that deficiencies in housing, health care and 
education are inextricably linked to economic imbalance and institutional 
racism. As one Bay Area CEO recently noted, “The systems perpetuating 
poverty are not broken, they were built this way.” For more than 30 years, 
DrawBridge has occupied a vital space at the nexus of these systemic issues. 
Our work to nurture creativity and self-confidence in kids too-easily forgotten 
inspires optimism and serves as a positive example.

DrawBridge will continue to champion underserved kids as they unleash their 
inherent creative potential in healthy, productive, and even revolutionary new 
directions that benefit us all. Thanks for your continuing support.

©2019 Mark Reynolds





Financial Highlights

Foundation giving up 20% - Several new and 
generous foundations added their support to 
those who maintained their steadfast generosity.

Foundation Giving

20%
vs. FY2019  

With over 20,000 homeless children reported in the 
Bay Area, and homelessness up as much as 47% in some 
counties, DrawBridge is working to meet the needs of as 
many children as possible. 

34% Individual giving up 34% - Our mission and the 
children we serve inspired individuals to new 
levels of philanthropy.

Individual Giving

vs. FY2019  

11% Total income up 11% - Increases in individual, 
foundation and corporate giving made up for 
losses due to cancelled fundraising events.

Total Income

vs. FY2019

Thanks to our kindhearted donors!



DrawBridge Volunteers 
contributed a total of 
3,250 hours. Our new Program Manager, Sarah Yazdani, 

is supporting Facilitators, Volunteers 
and site managers at a high level. Her 
caring and commitment have bolstered 
program operations and strengthened the 
DrawBridge community.

Program Highlights

DrawBridge began to pivot its program initiatives shortly after 
shelter-in-place orders took affect in March: 

I’m so pleased to see that you’re providing kids with art 
kits and other project resources during this pandemic. 
Thanks for coming up with such a creative, caring idea 
and following through with it.”  

— Arla Ertz, former DrawBridge Program Director 

New Program Manager

Pandemic Program Changes

More than 650 personalized art kits with materials and project 
ideas were assembled and delivered to kids at many of our sites

Tech-savvy Facilitators started connecting with their groups 
online and leading art activities via video conference

Home art projects and related videos have been made available 
at drawbridge.org/home-projects

https://www.drawbridge.org/home-projects




Our Staff

Steve Wasserman 
Steve has been affiliated with the organization almost since its inception. In 
addition to serving as Board President since 2007, he recently retired from 
law practice and started volunteering as a DrawBridge art group Facilitator.

Brian Byrne
A Board member since 2018, Brian serves as a financial and investment 
advisor, active fundraiser and event supporter.

Marianne Owens
Marianne has led one of her three art groups continuously since 1997. She 
joined the Board in 2008 and currently manages the organization’s images 
library and social media platforms.

Mark Reynolds 
An expert in marketing, business operations and technology, Mark joined the 
Board in 2016 and is active in all facets of the organization.

Cara Stallone
As a product design and branding expert (and art group Facilitator), Cara 
helps shape the face and the force of DrawBridge. She has served on the 
Board since 2008.

Julie Scribner, Executive Director 
Julie has led DrawBridge since 2014, supporting 
and shaping the evolution of the organization 
through increased individual outreach, staff 
and Volunteer recruitment, and valuable new 
partnerships with foundation and corporate 
donors to fulfill our mission.

Our Board

Sarah Yazdani, Program Manager
Sarah joined in 2019 and has added valuable insight 
and guidance to DrawBridge’s program efforts. 
She’s helped formulate strategic program shifts in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic and developed 
new tools and protocols for Facilitators, Volunteers 
and site managers to meet these challenges.



Generosity
Our achievements would not be possible without 
the generosity of the individuals, corporations and 
foundations that sustain us.  We are grateful to the 
like-minded people who understand the healing 
value of art.  



Supporters for the 2019-2020 Fiscal Year

Corporate Supporters
Connected Arts/Blake 

Jordan

Duarte Inc./Nancy Duarte

ICB Artists Association

Marin Open Studios

Marriott Marquis San 

Francisco

Ragghianti Freitas, LLP

Twitter, Inc. 

WestAmerica Bank

W. Bradley Electric

Foundations
Atkinson Foundation

Awesome Foundation

Bill Graham Supporting 

Foundation of the Jewish 

Community Federation & 

Endowment Fund

Bright Funds

Dandelion Foundation

Fenwick Foundation

Good Neighbors Family Trust

H.M. Bitner Charitable Trust

Henry Mayo Newhall 

Foundation

Hobson/Lucas Family 

Foundation

Joseph and Mercedes 

McMicking Foundation

Milton & Dorothy Sarnoff 

Raymond Foundation

Milton and Ruth Berman 

Family Foundation

Morris Stulsaft Foundation

NFL Foundation

Nightingale Fund

Sidney Stern Memorial Trust

Stanley S. Langendorf 

Foundation

Stuart Family Foundation

Vital Projects Fund, Inc.

Wallace H. Coulter 

Foundation

In-Kind Donations
101 Surf Sports

Albert J. Boro Community 

Center

Blue Moon Comics

Body Kinetics

Cinemark/Century Northgate

Homeward Bound of Marin

Il Davide

Le Comptoir

Madcap Marin

Mayflower Pub

Montagne Russe Wines

Nickel & Nickel Winery

Shuck Wagon

The Mayflower Pub

TriMark USA

DrawBridge has been a remarkable outlet for the 
children at Haven Family House. Their commitment 
and consistency provide us with something to look 
forward to.”

— Erica, Chil. Svcs. Coordinator, LifeMoves





2018-19
           $        317,814

-440
 --

 -20,552
 20,552

317,374

-9,974
1,645

-8,329

400,029
-70,696

-3,630

325,703

$   317,374

 
           

           $      36,516
60,879
54,475
32,431

4,643
--

2,326
275

191,545

121,620
8,316

54,599
1,286

10,084

           $ 195,905

2019-20
           $ 318,763

-440
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400,029
-73,958

2,226

328,297

           $ 318,323

 
           

$            26,857
76,850
74,335
18,098
14,587

80
3,153

--

213,960

141,994
4,225

60,385
3,732
1,500

           $ 211,836

2017-18
           $ 319,799

2,725
 300

 -20,552
 20,552

322,824

9,930
-256

9,674

400,029
-70,128
-16,751

313,150

           $ 322,824

 
           

$            47,683
46,777
54,529
30,087
16,868

--
262

180,905

105,794
50,113

33,909
1,800
6,417

           $ 198,033

Assets
Cash and cash equivalents
Accounts Receivable
Other Current Assets
Fixed Assets
-  Property & Equipment
-  Accumulated Depreciation

Total Assets

Liabilities
Accounts Payable
Sales Tax Payable

Total Liabilities

Equity
Opening Balance Equity
Unrestricted Net Assets
Net Income

Total Equity

Total Liabilities & Equity

Income
Corporations
Foundations
Individuals
Events
Shelter Income
Merchandise Sales
Dividend and interest income
Other

Total

Expenses
Direct Program
Marketing/Fundraising
Administration
Technology
Consultants

Total

DrawBridge Statement of Financial Position
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There’s so much more to do
Just as individual school districts are creating plans for returning 
to class this year, DrawBridge is formulating distinct plans to meet 
the needs of each partner site we serve.  The health and safety of 
all stakeholders — children, parents, Facilitators and Volunteers, 
site managers and staff —are paramount.  We are starting the Fall 
season with virtual or recorded art groups and replenishment of 
art-making kits. The viability of a return to in-person sessions will 
be determined as circumstances evolve.

Despite the novel challenges facing all of us, DrawBridge remains 
unwavering in its commitment to support children who are 
underserved or experiencing homelessness. The stories they 
tell through art illustrate their inherent creativity, give voice to 
our common humanity and, perhaps most of all, reinforce our 
obligation to care for each other.

Connections

Volunteer in an art group
Support a fundraising event
Hold your own fundraiser 
Donate now

There are many ways you can support our efforts:

https://www.drawbridge.org/volunteer/
https://www.drawbridge.org/contact-us/
https://www.drawbridge.org/donate/
https://www.drawbridge.org/donate-now/



